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Population 

 

Fayetteville is a small incorporated town in 

Fayette County, West Virginia with a population 

of 2,892 according to the 2010 US Census.  The 

population has increased by more than 1,000 

people over the past 50 years.  As Chart 2.1: 

Population Trends illustrates, the population has 

fluctuated during that time period. Nonetheless, 

the trend has been upward. Fayetteville’s 

population trend is not consistent with the trends 

in Fayette County or West Virginia. The county 

has experienced a downward population trend; 

with almost 16,000 fewer residents now than in 

1960. The population of the state has fluctuated 

over the past 50 years, but is currently almost 

identical to the 1960 figure. The contrast 

between town and county likely reflects the 

growth of tourism in Fayetteville and the 

decrease of mine related jobs throughout Fayette 

County.     

 

Race 

 

The 2010 Decennial Census also shows that 

Fayetteville is nearly 96 percent white. Three 

percent of the population is African-American. 

The town includes slightly more females (51.7%) 

than males (48.3%). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Median Age 

 

The median age in Fayetteville is 44 years, which 

is older than Fayette County's median age of 43 

years and West Virginia’s 41 years.  

 

Age Cohorts 

 

As Chart 2.2: Age Cohorts illustrates, the town’s 

population includes more people in the 

Childrearing and Pre-retirement age cohorts  than 

any other cohort. The childrearing age group 

generally represents the younger “baby 

boomers.” These residents are generally well 

established, with a high percentage of home 

ownership, high incomes, and older children.  

The pre-retirement age group are the older “baby 

boomers” who are also well established and 

often  have older children moving out of the 

home. 

 

Fayetteville will need to be prepared to establish 

more accessible forms of transportation as its 

population ages, including public transportation, 

as well as handicap accessible facilities, and a 

variety of housing options. 

 

Population Characteristics  

Age Cohorts 

Preschool– Under the Age of 5 

Primary School-(5-9 age group) 

Middle School- (10-14 age group) 

High School- (15-19 age group) 

Post Secondary- (20-24 age group) 

Childbearing- (25-34 age group) 

Childrearing- (35-54 age group) 

Pre-retirement- (55– 64 age group) 

Younger retired- (65-74 age group) 

Older retired- (75-up age group)  
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Source: US Census, 2010 
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Economic Characteristics  
 

 

 

Employment and income statistics of a 

community are pivotal in understanding a town’s 

financial standing and its sources of wealth.  This 

section looks at the most important aspects of 

that data.  

 

Employment Status 

 

Fayetteville’s current employment status is not 

accurately reflected in the 2010 Census, nor is the 

2006-2010 American Community Survey 

indicative of the present unemployment rate in 

either the town or county.  According to the 

American Community Survey, the unemployment 

rate for persons in the labor force was 3.4 

percent in Fayetteville, and 3.8 percent in Fayette 

County.  More recent data from the United 

States Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor 

Statistics suggests that in March of 2013, the 

County’s unemployment rate was closer to 8.6 

percent (United States Department of Labor, 

2013). 

 

Employment by Industry 

 

The education, health, and social services industry 

employs more Fayetteville residents than any 

other industry.  Retail trade ranks second in the 

town, followed by arts, entertainment, 

accommodation, and food services.  Table 2.1: 

Employment by Industry displays the percentages 

of workers in each significant industry for the 

Town of Fayetteville. 

 

Average Income  

 

The average median household income for 

residents of Fayetteville ($42,667) is significantly 

higher than the median for families in Fayette 

County ($31,912). This statistic is somewhat 

surprising considering the relative similarity in the 

industrial sector percentages. This $10,000-plus 

difference may be attributable to Fayetteville 

having 4.7 percent more residents working in 

education, health and social services, 2.7 percent 

more in professional, scientific, management, 

administrative, and waste management services, 

and 4.0 percent more “other services” workers as 

compared to the county.  

 

Poverty Status  

 

As the median household income data suggests, 

the percentage of Fayetteville families and 

individuals whose income is below the poverty 

level is significantly lower than the county 

percentage. Chart 2.3: Poverty Status compares 

poverty levels between the town and county. 

Top 10 Employers in Fayette County 

Fayette County Board of Education 

Mt. Olive Correctional Complex 

Wal-Mart 

Maple Coal Company 

WVA Manufacturing, LLC 

Oak Hill Hospital Corporation 

Montgomery General Hospital 

Frasure Creek Mining, LLC 

New River Health Association, Inc 

West Virginia University  
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Table 2.1: Employment by Industry  

Industry Percentage 

Educational, health & social services 27.9% 

Retail trade 17.9% 

Arts, entertainment, recreation, accommodation & food services 10.3% 

Professional, scientific, management, administrative, & waste management services 8.8% 

Manufacturing 7.2% 

Other services 6.7% 

Public administration 5.5% 

Agriculture , forestry, fishing and  hunting, and mining 5.3% 

Construction 4.5% 

Finance and insurance, real estate and rental and leasing 3.2% 

Information 1.3% 

Wholesale trade 0.9% 

Transportation and warehousing and utilities  0.5% 

Source: US Census, 2010 
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Housing Characteristics  

 

 

 

Home Ownership 

 
In the Town of Fayetteville there is a high rate of 

home ownership with 77.3 percent of residents 

owning their own home and 22.7 percent 

renting as shown on Chart 2.4: Home 

Ownership. The Town contains a total of 1,366 

housing units, of which 91.1 percent are occupied 

and 8.9 percent are vacant. Fayetteville has a 

much lower vacancy rate than the state (13.4%) 

and Fayette County (13%).   

 

Age of Housing 

 

Age of housing is one indicator of housing 

condition and value. Older housing may require 

more maintenance and renovation than newer 

housing.  Chart 2.5: Age of Housing illustrates 

that most of Fayetteville’s homes were built 

before 1970.  In fact, Fayetteville most likely 

witnessed a building boom in the 1970s, unlike 

Fayette County.  
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 Source: US Census, 2010 
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History  

 

 

The town of Fayetteville was established in 1837 

when the area known as Vandalia became the 

county seat of Fayette County. Abraham Vandal, 

a veteran of the American Revolutionary War, 

moved to the area around 1812 and located his 

farm and tavern near where Fayette County 

National Bank now stands. People referred to the 

area as Vandalia. In 1831, the Virginia General 

Assembly created a new county from parts of 

Greenbrier, Kanawha, Logan and Nicholas 

counties and named it Fayette County after 

George Washington’s Revolutionary War advisor 

and friend, Marquis de Lafayette. When the 

county seat was relocated to Vandalia, the town 

was renamed Fayetteville.  

 

Fayetteville’s location on the Giles, Fayette, and 

Kanawha Turnpike (most of which does not exist 

now, but a portion of which is now State Route 

16 in Fayetteville) made it a place of strategic 

value during the Civil War. At the outset of the 

war most people in the county strongly 

sympathized with the Southern cause and 

regarded the Union Army as invaders. The 

county supported the Confederate effort by a 

“levy on the people of the county,” and after all 

the money, property, and county credit “is gone, 

we will eat roots, and drink water and still fight 

for our liberty unto death.” (Kincaid, 1953) 

Fighting occurred in and around Fayetteville 

throughout the war, and the town switched 

hands four times between 1861 and 1864. 

Fayetteville was the site of several forts, including 

Forts Beuford and Scammon. The first 

documented use of the indirect firing tactic 

(aiming and firing without relying on a direct line 

of sight between the gun and its target) was 

employed by Confederate troops during a May 

1863 attack on Fort Beuford. Union forces 

ultimately claimed the town in May 1864.   

 

Fayetteville became a prominent coal town in 

the late 19
th
 and early 20

th
 centuries. The 
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Chesapeake and Ohio railroad was built through 

the New River Gorge in 1873, providing access 

to the world’s highest quality coal. The county 

became the state’s largest producer of coal, 

producing 4.5 million tons per year at the turn 

of the century. Timber and tobacco were also 

important to the town’s economy. 

 

Fayetteville is now a top destination for outdoor 

adventurers and thrill-seekers. World-class 

whitewater rafters, rock climbers, and mountain 

bikers are familiar with Fayetteville, and the area 

is known for hiking and back-country camping. 

Hundreds of BASE jumpers descend on 

Fayetteville every October for the annual Bridge 

Day—the one day of the year it is legal to jump 

from the New River Gorge Bridge with the aid 

of a parachute.  

 

Construction of the New River Gorge Bridge 

began in 1973, and it was completed in 1978. At 

the time, the New River Gorge Bridge was the 

longest single arch bridge in the world. It now 

trails only China’s Chaotianmen and Lupu 

Bridges for that distinction. The New River 

Gorge National River began operation in 1978 

and preserves more than 70,000 acres of land in 

the gorge.  The National River has helped spur 

outdoor tourism. Fayetteville sits at the northern 

end of the National River just across the river 

from the Canyon Rim Visitor Center. Fayetteville 

is a 2006 Top Ten Coolest Small Town in 

America, as voted by Frommer’s Travel 

Magazine. 

 

The central business district of Fayetteville and 

the surrounding residential area are known as the 

Fayetteville Historic District. The district is 

comprised of over 120 buildings and is listed by 

the National Park Service (NPS) under the 

National Register of Historic Places (the 

Register). Three buildings within the district are 

individually listed under the Register: the 

Altamont Hotel, the Fayette County Courthouse 

and the E. B. Hawkins House.  

 

The Register is, in its own words, “part of a 

national program to coordinate and support 

public and private efforts to identify, evaluate, 

and protect America’s historic and archeological 

resources.” Listing is a voluntary process that 

requires support of over fifty percent of the 

property owners within the district. To be listed 

in the Register an applicant must submit a 

nomination to the State Historic Preservation 

Office (SHPO), which, along with the state’s 

National Register Review Board, reviews the 

nomination. Upon approval, the SHPO submits 

the nomination to the NPS and the Keeper of the 

Register makes a final determination. The 

Fayetteville Historic District was listed in 1990. 

The boundaries of the area listed by the Register 

and the boundaries regulated by the municipality 

as a historic district are identical.   

 

Listing on the National Register creates 

preservation incentives that include federal 

preservation grants, federal investment tax 
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credits, preservation easements for nonprofits, 

International Building Code fire and life safety 

code alternatives, state tax benefits and state 

grant opportunities. Listing also entitles the 

district to assistance from the Advisory Council 

on Historic Preservation when a federal project 

may affect the district. Use, treatment, transfer, 

or disposition of private property is not affected 

by listing.  

 

Chapter 8 (the Municipal Code), Article 26A of 

the West Virginia Code provides the authority for 

the preservation and protection of historic 

buildings and districts in the state. To acquire 

status as a historic district a municipality must, by 

ordinance, establish a historic landmarks 

commission, submit a detailed report to the West 

Virginia Department of Culture and History, and 

follow the procedural requirements of Article 26. 

The ordinances that create the commissions may 

empower the commissions to issue certificates of 

appropriateness to regulate the exterior 

architectural features of buildings located inside 

the district.   

 

The Fayetteville Zoning Ordinance regulates the 

Fayetteville Historic District. The district is zoned 

as a Class H, “Class B Business, Class R 

Residential, Class PD Planned Development, and 

Class R2 and should there be any conflict 

between the requirements of the classes, the most 

stringent requirements shall be followed.” The 

Fayetteville Planning and Zoning Board, serving 

as the Historical Review Committee, may issue a 

certificate of appropriateness “precedent to any 

construction or erection involving any structure 

or site within the Historical District.” The 

regulations prohibit bars, private clubs, and fast 

food restaurants in the district.    

 

 

The town’s historic zoning ordinance states: “This 

district is designed to preserve and protect the 

historical integrity and character of particular 

structures, sites, and areas in the district by 

regulating the renovation of existing structures 

and sites, the type of architecture and design used 

in new construction, and such other requirements 

or restrictions as would be necessary and 

reasonable.”  
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Form of Government  

 

 

Fayetteville is located in Fayette County, West 

Virginia and is the County seat.  Fayetteville is 

classified as a town by the West Virginia Code.  

The town operates under the Manager-Mayor 

Plan, which is detailed in the West Virginia Code.  

  

Fayetteville has a five member council that is the 

governing body and a manager who manages 

the operations of the town and reports to 

Council as required by the Code.  The manager is 

appointed by Council and is in charge of 

appointing or employing employees.  The mayor 

is elected at large and serves as a member and 

presiding officer of Council.   

 

Fayetteville has a Planning and Zoning 

Commission that oversees planning within the 

municipality.  The commission is seven members, 

one of which is the chairman.  Other committees 

include the Town Park Board, Fairs and Festivals, 

Huse Memorial Park Commission, and Veterans 

Memorial Park Commission.  

 

The 2012-2013 Fayetteville budget was 

approximately $3.2 million.  Expenses by 

department are shown on Chart 2.6: 

Government Expenditures by Department. Most 

of the revenue the town collects originates from 

the business and occupancy tax, hotel occupancy 

tax, fines, fees, and court costs, and property 

taxes.  

 

Police Department 

 

The Fayetteville Police Department is charged 

with providing for the general protection, safety, 

and well-being of the residents, businesses, and 

visitors of the Town.  The police department 

employs nine (9) full-time police officers and one 

clerk.  The department also employs two (2) 

part-time staff; one officer and one civilian.  The 

police department services 5.47 square miles and 

has mutual aid agreements with Oak Hill, 

Ansted, and Mount Hope Police Departments, as 

well as the Fayette County Sheriff’s Department.  

There is a mandatory training program for 

officers.  The department was dispatched to 

1,720 calls in 2012 and is the third busiest law 

enforcement agency in Fayette County based 

upon statistics provided by the Fayette County 

911 Center.  



 

12  Fayetteville Comprehensive Plan Update 

Chapter 2: Community Overview 

The fire department plans on adding 

a two-bay expansion to the existing 

department in the near future.   

The police department is very involved in the 

community and sponsors or participates in 

several events.  Officers visit Fayetteville High 

School and Elementary School on a regular basis 

and eat breakfast or lunch with students and 

staff, as well as conduct building checks each 

night.  The department has plans to initiate a 

Citizens Police Academy and Alzheimer’s 

Registration Program in the near future. 

 

Fire Department 

 

The Fayetteville Fire Department provides fire 

protection and first response services to residents 

of Fayetteville, as well as Oak Hill.  The 

department has 25 active volunteers that respond 

to more than a 90 square mile service area.  

Funding sources include the town’s general fund, 

county fire levy, state insurance premium tax, 

and grants.  In 2012, the fire department 

responded to 212 incidents.  Of those incidents, 

37 percent were hazardous conditions (no fire), 

20 percent were good intent calls, and 17 percent 

were service calls.  The rest of the calls consisted 

of fire, rescue and EMS, false alarm, and severe 

weather. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ambulance Services  

 

Ambulance services are provided by General 

Ambulance Services, a private company that 

services both Fayette and Raleigh Counties.  The 

company provides basic and advanced life 

support transports, wheel chair van transports, in 

state and out of state transfers, dialysis and cancer 

transports, and 12 led EKGs.  A substation is 

located behind the fire station on Lively Street. 

 

Public Works Department 

 

The Public Works Department employs seven (7) 

full-time employees and one (1) part-time 

employee to help maintain 26 miles of roads.  

Employees of the department participate in 

yearly refresher courses in safety in the workplace 

with a special emphasis on flagger and work zone 

safety.  Funding sources include the general fund 

and a street and sidewalk levy.   

 

The department is also charged with 

administering the town’s recycling center, located 

off of Gatewood Road.  The center opened in 

2007.  Since the center has opened, Fayetteville 

has recycled over 681 tons of recyclable materials 

and has been awarded many West Virginia Make 

it Shine Community Awards, as well as being 

designated as a Keep America Beautiful 

Community.  The center is open from 7:30 AM 

to 3:30 PM on the weekdays and recycles 

aluminum cans, magazines, mixed office paper, 

newspaper, OCC-Board, and Steel/White goods.  

The department also picks up recycling at 

businesses throughout the town.   

The town sponsors a Celebrate Earth Day event, 

which asks volunteer’s to help pick up trash 

throughout the community.  In the past, the 
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Parks and Recreation 

town has sponsored an Earth Recycling Poster 

Contest with K-2 grade students in Fayetteville.  

A Free Electronic Recycling Event was held in 

2012 and 9.13 tons of electronics were collected.  

Items included printers, monitors, towers, fax 

machines, and televisions.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fayetteville owns three parks and one nature 

trail: the Fayetteville Town Park, Huse Park 

Nature Trail, the Janutolo Park, and the 

Pedestrian Bridge Park. The yearly budget for 

parks and recreation is approximately $116,000 

and is funded through the hotel/motel tax and 

general fund.  One full-time and one part-time 

staff person are in charge of recreation.  The 

Town Park Board oversees the operation of the 

town park and consists of 5 members.  The 

board also has the power to purchase or lease 

land for public parks and recreation.  

 

The town park is located in a residential area on 

Park Drive outside of the downtown.  The park 

consists of three ball fields, basketball court, 

batting cage, Skate Park, walking trail, four 

shelters, and an amphitheater.  There are also 

numerous play areas for children, depending on 

age.  The park serves as a trailhead for numerous 

Public Works Future Plans 

The town plans on constructing a 

new salt storage building as well as 

a new heating system in the 

maintenance shop.  Other recent 

purchases include a plow blade, 

stainless steel salt spreader, and a 

pickup truck.   
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National Park Trail System 

The trailhead at the park connects to the Park 

Loop Trail, an approximately one mile hiking 

trail and two mile mountain biking trail.  A 

connection can then be made to the Fayetteville 

Trail, which connects to Fayette Station Road 

and Kaymoor Top with access to Long Point.  

This trail is approximately 4 miles of hiking and 

6 miles of biking.  

trails that connect to the New River Gorge 

National Park.   

 

The skate park is the most recent addition to the 

park and was funded by private donations.  The 

skate park cost over $200,000 and was designed 

by a well-known skate park design firm.   

 

The Town Park Board and the Town of 

Fayetteville have permitted and supported 

various groups to have activities at the park, such 

as walks, kid’s games and other events. 

 

Janutolo Park is located behind the Fayetteville 

Convention and Visitors Bureau office on North 

Court Street.  There is a historic stone wheel in 

the center of the park.  The park is approximately 

a quarter of an acre and is comprised of open 

space. 

 

The Pedestrian Bridge Park is located at the 

walkway bridge over US Route 19.  It consists of 

open space with a bench, flowers, and trash can.  

 

Portions of the New River Gorge National River 

is also located within Fayetteville’s municipal 

limits.  The New River Gorge National River 

consists of 70,000 acres owned by the National 

Park Service along 53 miles of the New River.  

The park is known for its outstanding 

recreational activities, such as hiking, rafting, 

biking, rock climbing, camping, and other 

outdoor adventures. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 2008, Fayetteville sold its water and sewer 

system to West Virginia American Water 

(WVAW) for $3.9 million.  At the time, the 

system was in need of significant repairs and was 

in violation of environmental regulations and 

consent decrees.  The town of Fayetteville could 

not afford upgrades to the systems without 

increasing rates dramatically.  After purchasing 

the system WVAW made all the necessary 

upgrades and repairs and the system is now in 

compliance.  In 2011, the Department of 

Environmental Protection awarded Fayetteville 

with the most improved sewage treatment plant 

(2012, December 14 Register-Herald). The system 

serves approximately 1,100 customers.    

 

The entire town receives public water service, but  

Tourison Addition Street and the Nickelville area 

of the town are not served by public sewer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Infrastructure  
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Fayetteville Elementary  

 

29 Professional Staff  

 

17 Service Staff  

 

Fayetteville High 

 

41 Full Time Professional Staff  

 

1 Half-Time Professional Staff 

 

15 Full Time Service Staff  

 

1 Half-Time Service Staff  

 

Some of the employees also work at other schools 

within Fayette County 

Education  

 

 

 

 

Fayetteville children attend the Fayette County 

School system.  The high school and middle 

school are located in one facility on West Maple 

Avenue and the elementary school on Wiseman 

Avenue within the Town of Fayetteville.   

 

Fayette County Schools had a total of 6,783 

students in the 2011-2012 school year.  There are 

a total of 11 elementary schools, three middle 

schools, five high schools, and one technical 

center in Fayette County.  The West Virginia 

Board of Education took control of the school 

system in 2010. 

 

A total of 458 students attended Fayetteville 

High and Middle School and 452 students 

attended Fayetteville Elementary School in 2012-

2013. 

 

The school district offers several sports, such as 

football, boys and girls basketball, volleyball, 

wresting, softball, baseball, cheerleading, track 

and golf. 

 

Fayetteville Public Library 

 

The Fayetteville Public Library is part of the 

Fayette County Library system.  The library is 

located on West Maple Avenue.  The library is 

open six days of week and offers many services.  

Free services include books, audiobooks, DVDs/

videos for check out, magazines, newspapers, 

computer access, Wi-Fi, storytime, summer 

reading programs, notary service, curriculum 

support, tax forms, and tax assistance.  The 

library also offers for a fee the ability to make 

copies and to send and receive faxes. 

 

The library has two (2) full-time staff and one (1) 

part-time staff.  Funding sources for the library 

include a county levy, state funds, the Board of 

Education, and the Town of Fayetteville general 

fund.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

US Route 19 is the main state roadway located in 

Fayetteville.  The roadway is four lanes and 

serves the commercial area of Fayetteville.  US 

Route 19 provides links to major interstates, such 

as I-79, I-77, and I-64. 

 

Other major roadways include West Virginia 

Route 16.  Route 16 also serves as the main street 

through Fayetteville’s downtown district.  Route 

16 provides a connection to Oak Hill in the South 

and Gauley Bridge in the North.   

 

Fayetteville is widely known, in part due to its 

location near the New River Gorge Bridge.  

Completed in 1977, the bridge at the time was 

Transportation  
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the longest steel span in the western hemisphere 

and the second highest in the United States 

(National Park Service, 2013). The bridge cut 

travel time from one end of the gorge to the 

other from approximately 40 minutes to less 

than one minute.  
 

The town of Fayetteville has an extensive 

sidewalk network for residents and visitors 

wishing to walk around town.  Property owner’s 

in the town hold the responsibility to maintain 

sidewalks.  If they are not maintained and the 

Town has to make repairs, then the property 

owner will have to reimburse the Town for any 

expenses.  Property owners are also required to 

remove snow and ice within three hours of 

when it falls.  If the snow or ice falls between 

6:00 PM and 6:00 AM, the property owner is 

then required to clean the sidewalk by 10:00 

AM.  

 

Public Transportation 

 

Public transportation in Fayetteville is provided 

by the Mountain Transit Authority (MTA).  MTA 

serves Nicholas, Webster, Fayette, and 

Greenbrier counties.  The Fayetteville-Oak Hill 

bus line serves residents within Fayetteville.   

MTA also provides a non-emergency medical 

transportation service for those that need to go  

to doctor’s appointments.  The service is only for 

Medicare medical appointments.  For those that 

are not Medicare eligible a sliding fee scale is 

used based on income to determine the cost. 

Fayetteville-Oak Hill Bus Stops 

Summersville 

FCNB 

Fayette Hills Apartments 

Wal-Mart 

Harlem Heights 

Pine Knoll Apartments 

Fayette Square 

Summerlee/Rosedale 

DHHR 

Foodland 

Oak Hill Senior Center 

Scarbo 

Glen Jean 

Harvey 

Terrace St. Apartments 

Mt. Hope Bank 

Mountaineer Mart 

Crossroads Mall 

Mt. Hope Bank  
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The land use in most of Fayetteville consists of 

low-density residential development as shown on 

Map 1: Fayetteville Existing Land Use.  Two 

distinct commercial areas exist in the town.  The 

first lies along US Route 19 and consists of larger-

scale commercial development. Larger 

commercial businesses include Wal-Mart, Lowes, 

and chain restaurants.  The other commercial 

area is located along SR 16 and Court Street, 

which consists of the town’s downtown area.  

This area includes many small businesses, 

including art, books, clothes, crafts, groceries, 

restaurants, and gifts and souvenirs.   

 

Fayetteville is also home to the New River 

National Gorge.  Therefore, the National Park 

service owns a significant amount of land within 

the municipal limits north of SR 16.    

 

Very little industrial and agricultural land uses 

exist within Fayetteville.  Some wooded/open 

space areas within the town limits remain that 

could potentially one day be developed.    

 

The town of Fayetteville enacted a zoning 

ordinance in 1974 to regulate land uses within its 

boundaries.  Periodic updates to the ordinance 

have been made throughout the years.  The 

ordinance has six different zoning districts; two 

residential districts, a general business district, an 

industrial district, a land conservation district, and 

a planned development district.  The ordinance 

also includes a historic district.  Other regulations 

in the ordinance include restrictions on specific 

uses, parking, nonconforming uses, and fences. 

 

The town also adopted a Subdivision and Land 

Development ordinance in 1974 to promote the 

orderly development of land.   The ordinance 

regulations include standards for streets, lots, 

easements, natural features, trees, storm drainage, 

public sites and open spaces, and utilities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Existing Land Use  
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Fayetteville is located in the Lower New River 

Watershed.  The Lower New River Watershed 

consists of the area of land that drains into the 

New River from Hinton to Hawks Nest.  This 

includes portions of Summers, Fayette, and 

Raleigh Counties. (National Parks Conservation 

Association, 2013).  The New River Gorge 

National River is located within the Watershed 

and is popular with rafters, boaters, fisherman, 

and other outdoor enthusiasts.  As part of the 

Lower New River Watershed, Fayetteville is 

located in portions of the following sub-

watersheds: Laurel Creek, Mill Creek, and Wolf 

Creek as displayed on Map 2: Natural Resources. 

 

In 2011, the New River Clean Water Alliance 

completed a Lower New River State of the Water 

Report.  This report assessed the current health of 

the watershed to ultimately determine how to 

improve water quality.  Only six percent of the 

Watershed is developed, however the New River 

is considered impaired by other sources of 

pollutants, specifically fecal coliform.  Most of the 

pollution comes from the tributaries into the 

New River.  One of those tributaries, Wolf 

Creek, is located within Fayetteville.  Wolf Creek 

concerns include combined sewer overflow at the 

House Branch in Fayetteville, nonpoint source 

pollution from farmlands, and failing onsite septic 

systems.  Wolf Creek is considered impaired due 

to fecal coliform, biological impairment, iron, 

aluminum, and pH.  Figure 1 consists of a map 

from the report that illustrates the level of 

contamination in the watershed.  

 

The Wolf Creek Watershed Plan was completed 

in 2009 and also identified the same pollutants as 

the Lower New River State of the Water Report.  

The plan details many action items that can be 

taken to help clean up the watershed.  In 2004, a 

Stormwater Management and Flood Hazard 

Mitigation plan was developed for Wolf Creek 

Watershed.  This plan recommends that local 

governments update ordinances to incorporate 

regulations that will help protect the watershed, 

such as stream buffer ordinances, stormwater 

management ordinances, and watershed overlay 

zones. 

 

The Plateau Action Network (PAN) is currently 

working on many different projects within the 

watershed that are detailed in both the New 

River State of the Water Report and the Wolf 

Creek Watershed Plan, as well as the Mitigation 

Plan. 

   

Natural Resources 

Figure 1: Contamination in the Lower New River 

Watershed (Source: Lower New River State of the Water 

Report, 2011) 
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22  Fayetteville Comprehensive Plan Update 

Chapter 2: Community Overview 

The Community Overview was summarized from 

the following sources: 

 Fayetteville Convention and Visitors Bureau 

website (http://www.visitfayettevillewv.com/

history) 

 Wikipedia (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

Fayetteville,_West_Virginia) 

 Bridge Day 2013 website (http://

www.officialbridgeday.com/) 

 National Register of Historic Places (http://

nrhp.focus.nps.gov/) 

 New River Gorge Preserve website (http://

www.newrivergorgepreserve.com/fayetteville

-history/) 

 Discovery news website  (http://

dsc.discovery.com/adventure/water-water-

rafting-top-u-s-locations.html) 

 United States Census 2010 

 General ambulance services website (http://

generalambulance.net/Home_Page.html) 

 Town of Fayetteville website ( http://

townoffayetteville.org/ ) 

 Mountain Transit Authority website (http://

www.mtawv.com/ ) 
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